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I belong to a generation whose childhood was almost totally 

slain. (Sofer, 1988: 6)2 
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My father did not hesitate, and hit him with his cane on his 

hand. In those days, hitting a Polish sergeant had to be a signal 

for a pogrom. Both the rabbi and my father were arrested. They 

were taken to the river Bug, and their captors threatened to throw 

them in. They were beaten until they bled. My father came home 

in bad shape, but he was happy. He said he had defended the 

honour of the Jewish people and the honour of the rabbi. So I 

remember these two things from my childhood: Jews being 

persecuted and the courage of the Jews. (Silver, 1984: 4) 
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I was fascinated by the total Zionism of Betar, the ideal of 

Eretz Yisrael as a Jewish State in our time. All those elements 

which, from reading and listening to others, I accepted as true 

found expression in Betar, and I had no doubt whatsoever that 

this was the movement in which I would want to serve the 

Jewish people all my life. (Silver, 1984: 10)�
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The conscience of the world has ceased to react, the League of 

Nations has lost its value. Our British partner leads us to the 

gallows and imprisons the finest of our nation. (Silver, 1984: 20)�
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In what way it is [sic] ‘ours’? By virtue of the other side being 

Jew-haters? (Sofer, 1988: 10)�
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We will call upon the masses from “below,” from the depths. 

We will call upon them to make a twofold rebellion: against the 

oppressive regime and against the cowardly leadership 

dominating the political parties in the Land of Israel. It will be a 
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revolt against both “Berlin” and against “Vichy”. And we will 

fight. We will fight to the end (Sofer, 1988: 67, italics added). 
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The standard path of the mythological adventure of the hero is a 

magnification of the formula represented in the rites of passage: 

separation--initiation--return ... A hero ventures forth from the 

world of common day into a region of supernatural wonder: 

fabulous forces are there encountered and a decisive victory is 

won: the hero comes back from this mysterious adventure with 

the power to bestow boons on his fellow man (Joseph Campbell, 

cited in Rowland, 1983: 108) 
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