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We have become a species  

mortally dangerous to itself 

   - Erik Erikson 

 

 

 

Give any one species too much rope 

And they’ll fuck it up 

   -Roger Waters 
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“... in consequence I draw my own conclusions, 

  and most gloriously ridiculous ones they are!” 

  - Charles Darwin (letter to mentor, J.S. Henslow) 
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“To study animal behaviour is to interpret, but with a constant 

 gnawing feeling that the interpretation may not be the right one.” 

     - Frans de Waal 
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Evolution is to the social sceinces as statues are to birds: a convenient platform upon 

which to deposit badly digested ideas ... Darwinism was not the first (and will probably 

not be the last) science to be abused for political ends. (Jones, 1999) 
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[I]t is now known that one can prove the “naturalness” of almost any 

social pattern by selecting the appropriate species. The variety is immense. A 

strong mother-offspring bond is found in all primates; beyond this, virtually 

everything exists, from monogamy to promiscuity, from despotism to 

egalitarianism. Nowadays, when we look at humans from a biological 

perspective, the aim is to establish our place among the rest of the primates, 

considering separately both similarities to and differences from each of our 

closest relatives. Simplistic lists of traits that humans share with the primate 

are no longer accepted. (1989: 30-31, italics in original) 
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“Light will be thrown on the origin of man and his history.” 

   - Charles Darwin, The Origin of Species 
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