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“[F]un alone is the approved reason for playing [games]” (Goffman, 1961: 17) 

“As far as gaming encounters … are concerned, the most serious thing to consider is the fun in them” (p. 80) 
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Lifting your players away from the mundane and everyday is a necessity for good Storytelling … 
It takes belief on the part of your players to imagine themselves as part of that world. … With that 
in mind, it is important to keep from shattering the distance that Wraith creates from the real 
world. Every ring of a telephone in the background, every time a rules squabble forces books to 
be opened and referenced, every time someone quotes a favorite movie out of character once the 
story starts – all of these destroy the necessary separation from static reality that good storytelling 
demands. For as long as the game lasts (and not a minute longer), your players and you have to 
believe and immerse yourselves in what you’re doing. Otherwise, instead of an interactive 
experience, your story becomes exactly that: a story, to be listened to, critiqued and judged, 
instead of something to be participated in and co-created. (Rein-Hagen, Hartshorn and Chupp, 
1997: 200) 
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they could create a series of gloomy sagas about a band of angst-ridden vampires on the streets of 
Ankh-Morpork. There’s no obvious reason to do so, but nothing stopping anyone either. 
(Pratchett and Masters, 1999: 192) 
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This book is dedicated to the survivors of the Holocaust, who have spent 50 years telling their 
stories. What you hold in your hands is a tribute to their perseverance, and in some small way an 
attempt to carry on their legacy for the sake of the generations who will never know them. Todah 
Raba. (Blacke and Hatch, 1997: 4; italics original) 
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